TRIBAL HOUSING

Teri Bahrych, US EPA, Region 8



General Comments

* | have assessed for lead-based paint over 750
houses located on all 26 Region 8 reservations




General Comments

All 565 tribes are not the same. Each has it’s
own culture, traditions, way of living, etc.
Generalizations should not be made.



Three Types of
Home Ownership

1. Federal
2. Tribal
3. Private



Federal

1. BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS (BIA)

Most of these homes were built before the
60’s and over half have lead-based paint.
Some houses have no window in the
bathroom which makes a perfect place for
mold.




Federal

2. HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD)

HUD has a large percentage of housing units
on R8 reservations. | have found no lead-
based paint in any HUD house | have
assessed.




Federal

3. INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES (IHS)

IHS is not building new housing units.
Approximately half of the existing units have
lead-based paint. These units are being

abated.




Federal

4. Other Federal Agencies

Some other federal agencies have housing
units:

* Bureau of Reclamation (BLM)

* Department of Energy (DOE)




Tribal

Each Tribe in Region 8 is actively building houses for
their members.

As of today, | have not found any lead-based paint
in tribally built houses.

However, historically the military has given excess
modular housing to tribes and this housing does
have lead-based paint.



Private

It’s hard to characterize these houses. They are
typically located away from a development

Built by individual contractors using individual
designs

Each reservation is unique in the number of
privately owned homes

Tribes have programs for members to purchase
tribal houses

Habitat for Humanity houses fit in this category



Housing Issues on Tribal Lands

. The most pressing issue with tribal housing is
shortage of housing.
* There are tribes in Region 8 that have waiting
lists with over 100 families waiting for
homes. (for some tribes that is a several year wait)

Due to this shortage, houses on many reservations
have become multi-family units.

*  Two and three families will live in one house
because there is no where else to live.



Housing Issues on Tribal Lands

3. Maintenance is another issue which is a never
ending problem.
*  Torn screens, broken windows and faucets
that continually leak, are very common.



What information does EPA
offer on lead in the home?

1-800-424-5323 (LEAD)
www.epa.gov/lead


http://www.leadfreekids.org/
www.epa.gov/lead

What information does EPA
offer on lead in the home?

Brochures for families, contractors, renters,
fixer- uppers and landlords

Magnets to remind parents to have their
children tested



Contacts & Websites

www.epa.gov/lead

Teri Bahrych, US EPA, Denver, CO
303-312-6788; Bahrych.teri@epa.gov


http://www.epa.gov/lead
mailto:Bahrych.teri@epa.gov
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