
 
 

 

A brief overview of 

Western Area Power 
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Federal  power marketing agencies
 

Western  

formed under 

the DOE 

Organization 

Act in 1977; shifted 

Reclamation’s 

power marketing 

activities from DOI 

to DOE 
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 Federal hydropower resources
 

Market power from 57 
power plants 

consisting of 181 
generators delivering 
10,400 MW  yearly 

3 



 

 
 

  

 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 

 

 Transmission Overview
 

 17,000+ miles of 
transmission 

 $201 M annual 
transmission 
revenue 

300 substations 

444 comm sites 
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Open Access Transmission Tariff
 

 All requests for Transmission and Interconnection must 
follow OATT procedures set by FERC 

No preference for renewables in acquiring 

transmission
 

 At this time no preference given to Tribal Renewables 

 Western OATT Innovations to support renewables 

Energy Imbalance—no penalty for intermittent 
resources, such as wind (RMR only) 

Coming soon: Interhour and Dynamic System 

Scheduling
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Small Generator Interconnection Procedures 
(SGIP) 

For Generation Facilities No Larger than 20 MW
 
 Application 
 Contact Western before you begin the process 

Completed Application (SGIP 
Attachment 2) 
 $5000 deposit 
 Must demonstrate Site Control 

July 1, 2009 
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Large Generator Interconnection Procedures 
(LGIP) 

For Generating Facilities Greater Than 20 MW 
Application 

Contact Western before you begin the 
process 
Completed Application (LGIP Appendix 1) 
 $10,000 deposit 
Demonstration of Site Control or a posting 

of an additional deposit of $10,000 

July 1, 2009 
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Interconnecting
 

Environmental review (NEPA compliance) 
 Requestor funds studies and Western’s review 
 Review process uses input from system impact and 

facilities design studies 
 Time depends on level of review required (CX, EA, EIS)
 
NHPA compliance 
Disclaimer: Further progress hinges on favorable 

environmental review 
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More information and resources
 

General Requirements for Interconnection 

http://www.wapa.gov/transmission/pdf/gri.pdf 

Open Access Transmission Tariff 

http://www.oatioasis.com/WAPA/WAPAdocs/WAPA-Tariff-Docs.htm 
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Recovery Act: Section 402
 

Formed – Western’s Transmission Infrastructure 
Program (TIP) 

$3.25 B permanent borrowing authority from Treasury 
to: 

 Construct  Finance  Facilitate  Plan 

 Operate  Maintain  Study construction 

 New/upgraded transmission 

 Facilitate delivery of renewable energy to markets 

 One terminus in Western’s service territory 
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TIP Project Evaluation Criteria
 

 Facilitates delivery of renewable energy to market 
 In the public interest 
 Won’t adversely impact system reliability, etc. 
 Will generate enough revenue to repay costs 
 At least one terminus in Western’s service area 
 Economic benefits, inc. jobs 
 Satisfies Western’s OATT 
 Technically feasible 
 Partners’ financial stability, capability 
 Project readiness 
 Participation in interconnection wide transmission planning 
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Prefeasability Studies for Tribal Renewables
 

Purpose 
•		 Help a Tribe evaluate potential for a proposed 

renewable project. 
•		 Current and future capacity 
•		 Propose MW size of project based on conditions 

in the study 
•		 Cost 
•		 Done prior to an interconnection request 
• Application available at DOE Tribal Energy
 

website – please submit to Lizana Pierce
 

• lizana.pierce@go.doe.gov 
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Western and DOE Tribal Energy Webinars
 

First one August 17, 2011 
•		 Challenges and Opportunities with Tribal 

Renewable Project Development 

•		 Webinar and presentation are available through 
DOE @ www.repartners.org 

Series of four more Webinars during 2011 
•		 Topics to be determined 
•		 Please provide input to Steve Tromly 
•		 tromly@wapa.gov; 720-962-7256 
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Mock Renewable Request For Proposal
 

Western in coordination with NREL, GSA, EPA and 
DOE is proposing a Mock RFP for 2011 

•		 Specific to Tribal Renewable Energy Development 
•		 Open to all Tribes 
•		 Practice and experience responding to RFP 
•		 Seeking Tribal support for Mock RFP 
•		 Please respond to Steve Tromly, or Randy Manion 

WAPA 
•		 tromly@wapa.gov; 720-962-7256 
•		 MANION@wapa.gov; 720-962-7423 
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 Thank You
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