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BIA ELECTRIC UTILITIES
 

•COLORADO RIVER 

•MISSION VALLEY POWER (FLATHEAD 

INDIAN RESERVATION) 

•SAN CARLOS IRRIGATION PROJECT 





 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

BIA ELECTRIC POWER UTILITIES
 

•ALL FACILITIES ARE FEDERALLY OWNED 

•RECEIVE NO APPROPRIATED FUNDS 

•FULLY FUNDED BY CUSTOMERS 

•MUST COMPLY WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS
 

•25 U.S. CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS PART 

I75-INDIAN ELECTRIC POWER  UTILITIES 
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COLORADO RIVER
 

•BIA OPERATED 

•SERVES THE COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBE RESERVATION 

•STARTED DURING WW II FOR INTERNMENT CAMPS ON THE 

RESERVATION 

•4,200 METERS TOTAL, 200 COMMERCIAL, 50 IRRIGATION 

•7 SUBSTATIONS 

•331 MILES OF DISTRIBUTION LINE, 46 MILES TRANSMISSION LINE
 

•HYDROELECTRIC GENERATION (HEADGATE ROCK DAM) – 19.2 MW
 

•78,000 MWH GENERATED IN 2010 



COLOR!DO RIVER (CONT’) 

•PEAK LOADS (APPROXIMATE) 

•WINTER: 18.5 MW  

•SUMMER 23.2 MW 

•ANNUAL USAGE: APPROXIMATELY 82,000 MWH 

•34 EMPLOYEES 

•ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET: $6.7 MILLION 

•MAJOR OBSTACLES/ISSUES 

•HIRING 

•FEDERAL PROCESS 

•REMOTE LOCATION 

•FEDERAL PROCUREMENT PROCESS 

 



 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

COLOR!DO RIVER (CONT’D)
 

•PURCHASED POWER (WAPA) 

•Parker - Davis Project 40,471 MWH 

•SLCA (CRSP) 2,379 MWH 

•PEAK LOADS (APPROXIMATE) 

•WINTER: 18.5 MW 

•SUMMER 23.2 MW 

•ANNUAL USAGE: APPROXIMATELY 82,000 MWH
 

•34 EMPLOYEES 

•ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET: $6.7 MILLION 

•POLE REPLACEMENT PROJECT 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 

COLOR!DO RIVER (CONT’D)
 

•MAJOR OBSTACLES/ISSUES 

•HIRING 

•FEDERAL PROCESS 

•REMOTE LOCATION 

•FEDERAL PROCUREMENT PROCESS 
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MISSION VALLEY POWER
 
•OPERATED BY TRIBES THROUGH PL 93-638 CONTRACT SINCE 1988 

•CONSTRUCTION BEGAN IN 1930 

•SERVES THE SALISH & KOOTENAI TRIBES (FLATHEAD RESERVATION) 

•18,500 METERS 

•12 NET METER ACCOUNTS 

•11 SOLAR 

•1 WIND 

•21 SUBSTATIONS 

•2,175 MILES OF DISTRIBUTION LINE, 147 MILES OF TRANSMISSION LINE
 

•HYDROELECTRIC GENERATION – NOMINAL AMOUNT 

•HELLROARING HYDRO : 10,000 MWH (<1%) 



 

 

 

  

   

  

  

 

   

   

 

 

 

MISSION V!LLEY POWER (CONT’D)
 

•PURCHASED POWER (BPA) 

•PP&L:  7,410,000 MWH (78%) 

• MONTANA (KERR DAM):  1,995,000 MWH (21%) 

•BOULDER HYDRO: 10,000 MWH (<1%) 

•PEAK LOADS (APPROXIMATE): 90MW WINTER, 60 MW SUMMER 

•AVERAGE LOAD: 45 MW 

•87 EMPLOYEES 

•TRIBAL UTILITY BOARD: 5 MEMBERS, APPOINTED BY TRIBAL COUNCIL 

•CONSUMER COUNCIL:  7 MEMBERS, APPOINTED BY BIA AGENCY SUPERINTENDENT
 

•ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET: $22.5 MILLION 



 

 

  

 

 

 

MISSION V!LLEY POWER (CONT’D)
 

•MAJOR OBSTACLES/ISSUES 

•PURCHASE OF ADDITIONAL POWER 

•KERR DAM TAKEOVER 



 

SAN CARLOS 

IRRIGATION 

PROJECT
 





  

   

 

12.47 kV Primary Distribution System 

Coolidge – Florence – Casa Grande 



 

 

    

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

   

SAN CARLOS IRRIGATION PROJECT
 

•BIA OPERATED 

•638 CONTRACT WITH TRIBE – GRICUA 

•CURRENTLY 1600 CUSTOMERS 

•WHEELING AGREEMENT 

•LONE BUTTE SUBSTATION 

•IRRIGATION PROJECT AUTHORIZED IN 1924 

•HYDROELECTRIC PLANT AUTHORIZED IN 1928 

•15,000 (BASE, SUMMER) – 17,000 (WINTER) CUSTOMERS
 

•13,000 RESIDENTIAL 

•2,000 COMMERCIAL 

•3 INDUSTRIAL (GREATER THAN 1 MW) 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

   

SAN CARLOS IRRIGATION PROJECT
 
(CONT’D)
 

•15,000 (BASE, SUMMER) – 17,000 (WINTER) CUSTOMERS (CONT’D)
 

•SERVES THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 

•SAN CARLOS RESERVATION 

•OFF-RESERVATION (APPROXIMATELY 60%) 

•30 TRANSMISSION, DISTRIBUTION, AND SWITCHING SUBSTATIONS
 

•265 MILES OF 69 KV TRANSMISSION LINE 

•1270 MILES OF 12.47 PRIMARY DISTRIBUTION LINE 



 
 

 

 

    

  

 

   

 

  

SAN CARLOS IRRIGATION PROJECT
 
(CONT’D) 

•430 MILES OF SECONDARY DISTRIBUTION LINE 

•CURRENTLY NO GENERATION 

•PEAK LOADS 103 MW SUMMER, 76 MW WINTER (2010)
 

•475,000,000 KWH DELIVERED IN 2010 

•97 EMPLOYEES 

•ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET: $36.7 MILLION 

•POTENTIAL USDA LOAN THROUGH RUS 

•AUTHORITY: CHANGE REGULATIONS OR LEGISLATION
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SAN CARLOS IRRIGATION PROJECT 
(CONT’D) 

•NEW BUILDING 

•GREEN 

•58 KW SOLAR SYSTEM 

•FUNDED BY NPS WITH ARA MONEY 





 
 

  

  

  

 

 

 

SAN CARLOS IRRIGATION PROJECT 
(CONT’D) 

• MAJOR OBSTACLES/ISSUES 

• DELAPIDATED INFRASTRUCTURE 

• FISCAL SITUATION (20% DECLINE IN REVENUE) 

• HIRING PROCESS 

• PROCUREMENT PROCESS 



  

 

 

 

  

 

Russell Kaskalla P.E.
 

Bureau of Indian Affairs
 

Division of Water and Power
 

Phone: (602-379-3167)
 

Email:  (Russell.Kaskalla@bia.gov)
 

mailto:Russell.Kaskalla@bia.gov
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